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Librarians face today a real line in the sand. Will we side with human rights and social justice against torture, racism and war or will we tend our own gardens?

I speak as a woman librarian of color. My initial activities within the American Library Association were as member of the Social Responsibilities Round  Table Feminist Task Force and then as member and Chair of the Committee on the Status of Women in Librarianship. In these organizations I worked to document disparities between men and women in all aspects of the profession through surveys, reports, programs and bibliographies.

After I completed the doctoral degree and began teaching in a program of librarianship I worked to develop recruitment strategies to increase the people of color in the profession as Chair of the Office for Library personnel Resources. Working with Margaret Myers, then Director of OLPR we laid groundwork for the SPECTRUM scholarship and outlined our efforts as far back as 1988 in Librarians for the New Millennium. These were cross-cutting initiatives and we worked with all of the affiliates of color to develop plans to expand the profession’s pool of new entrants from all minority groups.

Looking back now I feel that maybe we divided by gender or ethnic background to too great a degree. We worked to develop opportunities and to expand the availability of literature and services. As an active member of REFORMA I focused on library services and materials but not, to the degree that I wish I had—the larger societal issues.

I came to Florida in 1993 and was able to work with migrant families to create Family Resource Centers. In doing this I was taken outside of the world of librarianship and began to gain a clearer sense that we—librarians—must work across boundaries to effect social change. 

When I was chair of OLOS in the mid-1990s I worked to get the ALA Poor People’s Policy better integrated into the Association’s activities and was able to edit an issue of American Libraries on Library Services to Poor People. At the 2000 Annual conference of the American Library Association the Social Responsibilities RoundTable Taskforce on the Environment held a pre-conference on how librarians could work for sustainability. This pre-conference convinced me that my future in librarianship should be boundary spanning. 

And in my own work life since my state—Florida—has had attacks on faculty unions I have spent more and more volunteer time with my own American Federation of Teachers union chapter working to overcome the abysmal effects of the Bush brothers’ high-stakes testing program and their attacks at librarianship’s very heart—reading (Grunwald).

So, what I am working for today as a teacher of librarians is the spectrum of human rights issues--equality, sustainability, service to poor people, and the right to organize. Our commitment as librarians to human rights must become deepened in these fearful days.

In September 2006 President Bush signed the Military Commissions Act. The U.S.Congress has given its stamp of approval to human rights violations committed by the USA in the "war on terror", and has turned bad executive policy into bad domestic law. Amnesty International states:

The past five years have seen the USA engage in systematic violations of international law, with a distressing impact on thousands of detainees and their families. Human rights violations have included: 

· Secret detention 

· Enforced disappearance 

· Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 

· Outrages upon personal dignity, including humiliating treatment 

· Denial and restriction of habeas corpus 

· Indefinite detention without charge or trial 

· Prolonged incommunicado detention 

· Arbitrary detention 

· Unfair trial procedures

Yet at the same time, US officials have continued to characterize the USA as a "nation of laws" and one that in the "war on terror" is committed to what it calls the "non-negotiable demands of human dignity", including the "rule of law".

Librarians have stood against these violations of human rights when the American Library Association passed the “Resolution against the Use of Torture as a Violation of Our Basic Values as Librarians.”

The Progressive Librarians Guild has  passed the “Resolution Condemning the Actions of President George W. Bush and Calling for Impeachment Proceedings. “

Librarians from AILA, APALA, CALA, the Black Caucus and REFORMA must join together with SRRT and the Progressive Librarians Guild to stand up against the human rights violations taking place in the United States and those human rights violations that the United States is inflicting upon the world.

I offer some recent key references on librarians and social movements to begin a Question and Answer session here today.
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